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ENG 5000: INTRODUCTION TO METHODS AND ISSUES IN ENGLISH STUDIES 
Class: Mondays, 7:00-9:30pm, Coleman Hall 3159 
Professor: Dr. Marjorie Worthington 
Office: Coleman Hall 3321 
Office Hours: M 4:30-7:00, W 2-3 or by appt. 
Phone: 217-581-5214 
email: mgworthington@eiu.edu 
TEXTBOOKS - NOTE: There is a lot more reading expected than the books on this 
list. Be prepared to do your own research and read many outside articles and 
books. 
Hall, Literary and Cultural Theory 
Morrison, Beloved 
Morrison, Jazz 
Morrison, Paradise 
Morrison, Playing in the Dark 
Tyson, Critical Theory Today: A User-Friendly Guide 
Course Objectives include (but are not limited to): 
1. Reading and discussing various modes and methods of English Studies 
2. Leaming the issues and vocabulary relevant to these modes and methods. 
3. Leaming to write effectively to discuss these modes and methods. 
4. Developing an understanding of how these modes & methods relate to real-world 
professions. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Short Essays: On most class days, unless there is something else due, you will turn in a 
2-3-page single-spaced essay that addresses one or more points from that day's reading. 
These essays are NOT "responses" in that I do not care how you "felt" about what you 
read, whether or not you "liked" it, or even if you understood it (if you did not understand 
the reading, read it again more slowly). Instead, these essays should be thesis-driven: the 
introduction should contain a strong thesis statement that is supported by the body of the 
essay. These essays are due the day of class and are meant to facilitate discussion; for 
that reason, late essays are vastly less relevant to our purposes and will not be accepted. 
Trilogy Essay: Some scholars refer to the three Toni Morrison novels you will read in 
this course as a "trilogy." For this assignment, you will write a 6-8-page essay making 
the case FOR this interpretation (you do not have to AGREE with this interpretation in 
order to argue in support of it). 
Symposium Research Essay: You will be responsible for writing a I 0-page critical 
paper ("conference length") on a topic of your choice regarding one or more of the texts 
for and issues of this course. These essays will be due at the end of the semester, at 
,. 
which time you will provide a short (15-20 minute) symposium presentation to the rest of 
the class and to any interested members of the English Department (see below). Your 
essay may, if you wish, be drawn from the ideas you raised during one or more of the 
short essays you wrote. Essays are due on the day you present them at the symposium. 
End-of-the-Semester Symposium: The last day of class and our exam date will be 
devoted to in-class symposia at which you will read your research essays. That is, you 
will read your essays IF I deem them worthy of presentation to a wider audience (if your 
essay is not presentation-worthy, your final grade will reflect that fact). You should 
know that this symposium is something of a tradition for ENG 5000 and is generally 
attended by a large number of English students and faculty members. You do not want to 
embarrass yourself--or me-by presenting badly written, ill-conceived or shoddily 
researched material. 
Class Participation: The small size of this class affords us a rare opportunity, IF 
everyone takes responsibility for the quality of the course. For this reason, you will be 
expected each day to be an active participant in class. In order to do this, you must come 
to class having read and taken notes on the assignment, you must bring your reading 
materials with you to class and you must be prepared to discuss them, both in specific 
and general terms. In a class our size, it will be painfully clear who is and who is not 
participating. If you do not prepare regularly and enthusiastically, your grade will be 
negatively affected. Participation is worth 10% of your grade. 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
Short Essays 
Trilogy Essay 
Symposium Essay 
Participation 
30% 
20% 
40% 
10% 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
NOTE: There is a lot more reading expected than what is on the schedule. Be 
prepared to do your own research and read many outside articles and books. 
Aug. 23 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
INTRODUCTION 
Beloved Short Essay due 
Labor Day - NO CLASS 
Tyson, Chaps. 3 & 4 & Hall Chaps. 3 & 7 Short Essay due 
Jazz, Tyson Chap. 9, Hall Chap. 10 Short Essay due 
Playing in Dark, Tyson Chap. 11, Hall Chap. 9 Short Essay due 
Paradise, Symposium Essay Assigned Short Essay due 
Guest Speaker Trilogy Essays due 
No Class-instead, you will meet with me to discuss Symposium Essays 
Symposium Essay Abstracts due for presentation to class 
Tyson, Chap. 8 and Hall, Chap. 6 
Tyson, Chap. 6 and Hall, Chap. 2 
Tyson Chap. 2 and Hall Chap 4 
Short Essay due 
Short Essay due 
Symp. Essay Drafts 
due via email 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
Nov. 29 Tyson Chap. 10, Hall Chap. 8 Annotated Bibs. due 
Dec. 6 SYMPOSIUM, PART I 
Dec. 13 SYMPOSIUM, PART II 
